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| reality, he said, the case would be 
| dropped for lack of sufficient evi* 
Jj deuce, 

Jj Soule said Garrison’s office had a 
| high percentage of convictions in pin- 
ball gambling cases and the DA’s of- 
| lice never had prior knowlege of pirc- 
I bail raids, 

I Soule astonished courtroom spoeta- 
I tors Friday when he turned over to the 
| government $63,000 be said he had rc- 
| ceived in protection money, 

| Merhige questioned bim today about 
j* that money, 

| Soule said he has discussed with hts 
I attorney the possibility of amending 
I his tax returns for the years in which 
he received the money and paying the 
taxes due. 

Q. You hope to get $40,000, don’t 
you? 

A. I would be foolish if T didn’t, 

MERHIGE ASKED Soule if it wer- 
\ en’t a practice to call pinball operators 
! and "extort” the money when they 
were slow in making their payoffs, 

"Yes, to some degree,” Soule an- 
sweredd. 

He admitted he bad threatened to 
seize 25 pinball machines owned by 
New Orleans Novelty if a $2,000 pay* 
off was not made, 

Harby S. Marks Jr,, an employe of 
l New Orleans Novelty Co,, followed 
] Soule to the stand and the government 
j played tape recordings of three conver- 
? sations between Marks and Gervais. 
i Marks is a defendant in the case, hut 
\ has been granted a separate trial. 

Marks said he twice gave Gervais 
envelopes containing cash, but did not 
know' until Gervais opened them that 
they contained money, 

A rustling sound, presumably the 
counting of money, could be heard in 
the recordings. 

There were 10 tapes played for the 
jury yesterday. In several of those 
Gervais indicated Garrison took pin- 
ball bribes. 

In the tape implicating Joseph Giar- 
russo, Soule said pinball dealers pan- 
icked when Giarrusso left office be^ 
l cause he ordered a crackdown on pin- 
? ball gambling. He suggested that Giar- 
i russo was paid off by TAG Amuse- 
ment Co. and that Giarrusso ordered 

■ arrests when he left office as a cover- 
| up* The tapes were filled with ob- 
! scenities, 

| Soule’s comments about Joseph Giar- 
russo went like this: 

** * *\ Now Joe Giarrusso didn’t give 
\ a * * . and I know he was getting 
j taken care of. How, I don’t know, but 
j he’s smart. See, when, he got mt 
l right before he got out, he puts Frey 
(vice squad commander Robert Frey) 
i out there to knock the machines off. 
So when he leaves, they don't know. 

"Irt other words, Joe was supposedly 
handling things for them (TAC), you 

■ see, because I wasn’t getting that for 


the last six months, I didn’t get a 
dime. I got out of it. They wanted to 
cut me out. 11 

Gervais: "Yeah, well, when you 
left the vice squad they cut you, 
right?” 

SOULE SAID he was cut out of the 
bribes for several months after he 
was transferred to the district attor- 
ney's office in 1963. 

Later in the same tape, Soule said: 
“Before Joe Giarrusso left, he put 
. * , made Frey get out and knock a 
few machines off. So when— they never 
had anybody they could talk to him 

before, somebody had a in with Joe. 
think it was TAG. . . ” 

Still later, during the face-to-face 
conversation at the Fontainebleau Mo- 
tor Hotel, Gervais mentioned giving 
money to Garrison during a discus- 
sion of payoff amounts. 

"You know I can 1 ! bring, I would 
take it, but l can’t bring to Garrison 
$500 for two months. He will hit me in 
the . . . head with a chair,” 

Soule: "Yeah, right.” 

Gervais: "First thing he’s going to 
think is I stole some money.” 

LATER, GERVAIS again talked 
about giving money to Garrison. 

"I’m going to tell you, a lot of peo- 
ple, you know, you ain’t silly, you 
know I got to bring that . , , to the 
giant, so I got to get him with enough 
... I can’t. . . .” 

Asked by U.S. Atty. Gerald J. Gal- 
linghouse, who Gervais referred to as 
"the giant,” Soule answered that it 
was Garrison. 

Reference to Garrison was made in 
slill another discussion of alleged pay- 
offs from Gervais to Garrison on 
March 2, 1971, at the Fontainebleau. 

That taped conversation went like 
this: 

Gervais: “A thousand a month, 
that’s ridiculous, really.” 

Soule: "It, it ain’t no use, listen. It 
ain’t no use.” 

Gervais: "Listen, you know . . , 
Soule: “Fooling with it for less than 
that.” 

Gervais: "You see that envelope you 
give me?” 

Soule: "Yeah.” 

Gervais: "I, you know I ain’t going 
to , . , you.” 

Soule: "Yeah.” 

GERVAIS: "WELL, I brought it to 
Garrison.” 

Soule: “Yeah,” 

Gervais: “He just snatched it out of 
my , . . hand.” 

Soule: “Yeah, I can understand.” 
Gervais: "But he thinks I got money 
and I don’t want to tell.” 

Soule: Yeah, right.” 

Gervais: "Him, I didn’t get nothing.” 


Soule: "Yeah, right” 

Gervais: "Because he might have 

said no.” 

Soule: “I know he-that poor bastard 
—doctor bills and everything else,” 
Gervais: "He, he snatched the whole 
, . . See, didn’t let . . . me. ♦ - .” 
Soule: "Lucky he didn't pull your 
arm off.” 

Soule said he got $750 a month in 
bribes when he was vice squad com- 
mander. 

Garrison was implicated in yet an- 
other' Gervais-Soule conversation, on 
April 26, 1971, at the Fontainebleau, 
Gervais: “No, two, one, one thou- 
sand for you and Frey, one thousand 
for Garrison, right. All right. That’s, 
ba: that carries us all the way,” 
Soule: “We don’t want that.” 
Gervais: “Til July the first.” 

Soule: “We don't want that.” 
Gervais: "But that's your deal with 
him.” 

Soule: "No, we didn’t make a one, 
one-month deal, the deal was you, one 
thousand . . 

Gervais: "I know, but you, May 
the first, right?” 

Soule: “Take 1,000, that’s for one 
month only.” 

Gervais: "Naw, I’d say let’s, let’s 
take it . . . and come back in a 
couple of days and tell him that it 
can’t be that way any more. It’s got 
to be the first of the month and the 
end of the month. 

"And also we got to talk to Garrison 
about that too. See what he says. You 
sec, he don’t push. Garrison’s not 
going to push.” 


